
What’s Happening With the Clinton Square Food Truck Rally in Syracuse?

• The Syracuse Food Truck Association applied for a street closure/block party permit to close 
Water Street for 21 Wednesday’s to host the Clinton Square Food Truck Rally on November 
8, 2019. This is the same permit process used by The Downtown Farmer’s Market as well as 
festivals such Taste of Syracuse, Blues Festival, etc.

• The Syracuse Food Truck Association received an invoice on January 10th from the city and 
made a payment of $4,914.00 for this event. 

• On January 27th, SFTA met with Eric Ennis, Director of Business Development and Councilor 
Michael Greene at their request to discuss “improving food truck laws”. This conversation 
ultimately led to the announcement that the city was considering reducing the frequency of the 
food truck event due to push back from some local businesses and The Downtown Committee.

• The SFTA inquired at this meeting if the Downtown Committee would also be forced to reduce 
the frequency of the Tuesday Farmers’ Market that books 4 to 6 food vendors including food 
trucks. The answer was that it would be unlikely.

• We discussed alternative locations throughout the city but expressed concern that this is not a 
realistic option at this time. Parking spots are usually unavailable for food trucks due to lack of 
enforcement. 

• Operating late at night to the bar crowd was also presented as an alternative to lunch. 

Facts & Misconceptions on
Food Trucks in Syracuse
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Original announcement of Clinton 
Square Rally from the City of Syracuse 
on April 10th, 2019.

Invoice received for the rental of Water Street 
from the City on January 10th, 2020. 



Common Misconceptions About Food Trucks: 

•  Food truck owners are not members of the community. This is false. Many of our members 
have been serving the Syracuse community for years. Many of our members also operate brick 
and mortar locations in Syracuse, some within blocks of Clinton Square. 

•  Food trucks are dirty. Food trucks are inspected by the health department many times 
throughout the season. Brick and mortars are usually inspected once or twice per year. 
The average food truck may be inspected 10 to 20 times by more than one county health 
department.

•  Food trucks don’t pay taxes. Food trucks are required to pay the same sales tax and payroll tax 
as any other business. They are also required to carry the same insurance as brick and mortars 
including workers’ compensation, disability, liability in addition to auto insurance and multiple 
health permits for each county in which they operate. 

•  Food trucks are easier to operate than brick and mortars. Both business models have 
advantages and disadvantages. However, food trucks are completely reliant on weather, and 
can only operate at most 6 -7 months out of the year.  Food trucks have to put in just as much 
time as brick and mortars for scheduling, food prep, inventory, etc. Every event requires its own 
set of permits and fees.

•  Food trucks hurt brick and mortars. Research throughout the country indicates that food trucks 
ultimately benefit the economy of cities. Food trucks bring new patrons to areas that they 
would not normally visit. This leads to added exposure for businesses in the area that patrons 
may not have known existed. Food truck operators and staff often frequent local businesses in 
the area during these events. Even patrons who work in the area have expressed to the SFTA, 
that food trucks lure them out of offices to experience what their city has to offer. It not only 
gives them added variety, but also exposes these people to the local businesses as well. 

People who live and work in Syracuse have expressed an overwhelming desire for the presence of 
food trucks. Food trucks add variety and culture to the community.  The City of Syracuse has long 
been known for its unwelcoming attitude toward the presence of food trucks, while large cities 
throughout the country have a more progressive view. Last year, the City of Syracuse took steps to 
resolve this, and just as quickly threaten to take it away.  

Where Can Food Trucks Park? 

While the changes made last year were a step 
in the right direction, it also created new issues 
for food trucks. The blocks that are available 
do not have any signage indicating they are 
designated food truck spots. There is also 
no enforcement to ensure these spots are 
available.  This makes it nearly impossible for 
food trucks to park in these locations. It’s not 
feasible for trucks to purchase food, schedule 
staff to show up to a location and not be able 
to set up and sell. 

What is Required to Operate a 
Food Truck in the City of Syracuse? 

• Purchasing Food Truck
• Yearly Syracuse Food Truck Permit
• Propane Permit
• Mobile Food Health Permit
• Auto Insurance 
• Liability Insurance 
• Workers Compensation Insurance 
• Disability Insurance 
• Maintenance & Repairs Due to Travel
• Payment of Sales and Payroll Tax
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